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The civil Rights and Cnroenience of 
EPISCOPACIE;, 
* With the inconvenience of | 
PRESBYTERIE 

Aſerted. | 


GENTLEMEN, : - 
Ad it not doch EE the ſeveral wy of this _” 
 Nation,who not Jong lince breathed nothi A 
but fire and Lefragion ag pRLEE IH 
have of late been like Herod' and Pilate made 
friends alt in one day; I ſhould not have de- 
tained you with any Diſcourſe at this time 
by way of Preamble; but that conſidered, with the extrava- 
ie of fome Expreſſions which fell of late fromſome,per- 
nay whoſe Education, in common reaſon might have enti- 
tled them to more wit) againſt the Diſcipline of the Church 
of England, 1 amr invited nay compelled, as a Sonne ofthe 
Chureh, toſay ſome thing in vindication of that which they 
commonly calf the unnecefſarie ſuperfluitie, but others the - 
* wi or Decorym of the Clergie : wherein I ſhall prove _ 
the Rights that they have to thoſe Eminent places of Honour, 4 
which they now enjoy, or may Gs to,. as ſitting = = 
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Now tg not 
be gulled in Petitioning for you know oh  whatzIwill byGods 


ee" .4 lay litte-a F\Bp:/copacie 
with the JI Lge Gone —_—_ Fad =_ to be 
the onl ls ad the n if you have , You 
may bak: Jt hr Hee The Rachel hetwh the 
Biſhops have both to their Lands and Honours are cm rr 
by Cuſtome or common Lay,apg.byStatute Law. 

The Cuſtome under which they aim, is of great Antiqui- 
tie, for it bears date almoſt with Chriſtianitie it (elf; In Etbel- 
berts time, the firſt Chriſtian King ofthe $akohr;- you thall 
== find a Conveation,-a Cantcrbury conſiſting of dilbops 
Hg Lords; t fettle the "at fairs” F Church and States 7ndl 

| above = nd, LIN agoe, gg »« what: P1iEYpeat 
enfored hey bad. under the, reſps 
pA was fi ptrarc 1E,,A s for as converged 'W | 
thy, among whom ey had the PLFces 
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oa out that time, to. prevent as he hoped (that which 
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others ine) peter whether or no, thoſe OCCUT= 


Tences 5 rhe ove Fo pened amongſt us fince that great vi= 


olation of Magna fe nan of the Ciage, 
have nat rather 7 EN Curſe, thea al | 
Hit $6 repurn aguinto th ematterin hand ' Charts 
.to incline: to: ere, itis, like the 
Lawes of the Medes and Perſians unalterable, as to the main, 
it is ed Bo part ; for the Rule muſt ho in- 


corraptibile « #nc-rruptibile eff GR edlds. 
- wah Srraptbiy ie lcke what lkemil enierenty yr: 

V arti- 
pul ae king Ef berſes did in another whe rs I ling 


into an inceſtuous ingot demanded of his Counſel, Whethes 
there was, not. a TR that the Sb Perfia might m errie. 
their own Sifters * They. after ſome ice, return this An- 
ſwer, Thank cli not pow Law tolerating fuch marriages, 
yet there was another. rel 5 age the. Kings of of Perk to Joe 
what they thought fit And Þo, thoogh there be no Law that: 


' CMagns Charta ſhould be lng the leaſt particle, yet 


there.is a Law or Cuſtome, arliaments to do what they 
will; And by a Parhimint Was ng Z 0 aj a3 farre 25 con- 
cerns the Church, violated; and good and binding : 
"Tis true, the Royal affent'was, as 2, man may ſay extorted 
to that Bill, whole, condeſcending to that and. ſome other 
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not be denied; when my 


Law affirms it,. who in his = 3, 0-9? lages, 7 be three 
Eftates of the Realm, are the Spiritual, the Tempe 
ral, and theCommons; and his. I think 1s a ſufficient From 3 
ritie to confute that Frivolous but King-leſsning Tenent, 
which holds bis Majeſtie to be one of the three Eſtates. 

- The next thing to:beinquired after, is the advantage that 
Aoth,. or may accrueto us Commoners by theſe Priviledges 
py Church's; and they are either in: genera}, or *parti- 


The firſt is;very Evident ; for if at anytime the Lords 
ſbould. attempt to. encroach: C a thing which pollibly they 
may hereafter iocline: unto. to be quit_with us ) .upon the 
rights of the Commons, . the Biſhops are as'ſo many: Advo- 
Ccates:to plead our Cauſe inthe upper Houſe, ro which theit 
own intereſt muſtienforce them; for'as they are generally 
the ſons of Commaners, and ſd taken from amongſt: us {o'to 
us they muſt return in their iſſues; and therefore, look what- 
ſoever they aſſent unto,  which' ent: enches) upon vir hber- 
acy. is prejudicial to themſelves in their: Poſterities and Re 

10ns, | 
. "The next tobetreated of, is,that which willbeſuzeto get 
acceptation,gvery mans particular advant that world- 
ly coo, by the: reflourithing of the Churcty;.and this is as 
apparent as the former: For all that. Grandeur and{plendour; 
rt enicent yoetaofdio mind Reade intheChurch, ae 
but'as {6 many..Cxrowns-and Prizes beld forch tothe excon- 
at. ef us, and our Childrenin the progreſs:of Vertae, 
- gccottling to that of Glaudian, Egregios.invitant premia morer. 
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© For _rade be praiſed, the Chitroh/ hath "_ Guch a 


Wh{wg. Fatheravſhe wants no prefermces: wherewith'to en = 


h&r deſerving m ſors; And;though all :nien 
</nqt 2ociveat the higheſtpirch oE Hotioz;yetzwherethers 
is merit,there will never be wantinga ſufficient compenſation 
Bettdr tao isht for thebody of a Nation; 2vertu&” Bigny 
couraged. by rewards;' hen when Viceis. only: 
penalties. ForNabteand queer Opſcien/prefonnen Bates 
tothe wayes of Verbue ur yt arableRequirals,-chen deter. 
rod frlmathoſs of: Vice by iiguominious)ponifhmencs;” Hnl 
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returned this Anfwer : Sy 5 x 
divinis antecederent ; ws wh x nothing but ri t, be- 


taifſe they outwent them in gifts ſo Divine; 'or C Zith he) 
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Wiſedom 'and Learning are only the gifts of God, wheras he him - 
ff eould eonfer honor and riches pon any body, and of this niind 
was Antifthents the? Philoſopher when he curſed that Citie, 
where” Þ 35 tiaf'3 i "dhnte h8 age, good and bad; fools 
int wiſe men, ba8 equal honour. * POLIEt 
As now I have ſpoke fonithing of the Rights and Conve- 
niencie of Epzſcopacy,; fo it remams that T ſhould ſay likewiſe 
ſomething of the no right and inconveniency of * Presbytery; * By Pref- 
But the former it'is neeUlels to inſiſt on, becauſe having pro= <A e5mull 
ved the Rights of the one, theillegalitie of the other is o& Nas the Srorebe 
rural conſequence ; therefore the chiefbent of my Diſcourſe ro ſer up 
ſhall be to treat of the inconveniencie that. Presbytery brings which, thz 
along w tht to all forts aud orders of men; and firſt Hle begin Naion, 
with rhe King. From him(though a Sacred Perfonic ravihes =_ _ 
che chiefeſt Jexel of the Crown; the deſhier reſort;or laſt ap- waxy. * 
2 ry. C 3 
peal of the Subje&. For, whereas by the Laives of England; If Covanan- 
any man find himſelf aggrieved ar any confiftorial proceedings teds 
of any Fiſopthere lies an Appeal co the King inCharcery, who 
of courſe in thoſe cafes, commiſſtonates certain De /egates,under 
the Great Seal, who are to inquire,and take Cognizance of the 
matter depending, and accordingly to relieve the Plaintiffe if 
chey lee 6ccafion for it: With the Prerbytery it iyotherwayes ; 
for they fay,in the book of Diſcipline,From the Kirkis 210 appel- 
lation;and as Chis'is very prejudicial to theAuthoritie of Prin« 
ces, {o 18 there another * tfive in that book as prejudicial to 
their perſons ; For,to Diſcipline (Tay they) muſt all Eſtates, and 
Perſons,as well they that Govern, as they that are governed, be ſub- _ Fr k of 
jcet, If now the King cannot ſcape. Scot-free, the Subjet muſt " 
not expet tobe free from their inſolence. For they ſay, That * 
for anuncomly geſture,a vain word, ſuſpition of otientiveſs, Sab- 1 Book of 
bath-breakang keeping a table above a mans rank, and the like;(and Diſe, 7, 
of all this their Reverendſhips muſt be the ſole Judges)Church head, ' 
cenſures ws 41 to be infliged, and though it be granted, they be= 
gin firſt with Admonition, yet if there be not a preſent Confor- 
mitie to what thoſe ſupercalions Gentlemen will pleaſe to im- 
njarenl ewe! preſentlyto excommunication. And as they 
are oppreſlive in thoſethings that Fury may benofaults, fo 
are 
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are they worſe in thoſe that are : For whereas our Law ſayes; 
Nemo debet- by uniri pro. eodem delifo, No .man-:ought tobe 


"IE 


*  $5n:rheer, Puniſhe twicefor, one offence ;, They, ſay,; Nothing Forbids the 
Es re '® ſome. fault to be puniſht, one way, by-the Po Pigue popyer,,14nother; 


by the Eccleſraftical ;* by one under,the formality of -a Crime, by cor- 
Ear or peeuniary puniſhment, by. the. other fd the Fermalie of 
a ſcandal, with Spiritual. Cenſures : And. though ſome may 
think this harſh, yet are they worſ when they ſay, Parents ſhall 
looſe the diſpoſal of their Children in marriage if the Child deſire 
a Huchand or Wife, andthe Parent gainſay. it upon the common 
- "groundonly, of want of guds,, vr diſparitze., of Birth, then Fagjon the 
; "Childs deſirethe Miniſter is to travel with the Parent, and after - 
wards at his diſcretion admit them to marriage; (for the workgof the 
Lord (as they ſay) ought not to be biadred by the corrupt affeftions 
of men : Though this be verie high, yet.is their prafticemuch 
higher ;. for the Presbytery doth ordinarily comps! the injured. 
Parent to give the, diſobedjent- Child an-eqnal. portion with 
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the reſt of his Children, * HERES 
Thus they eacourage and countenance Diſobedience and 
Rebellion, which the Scripture compares to the fin of Fitch. 

craft; and; no marvel thei. if they, who are.[o great Patrons 
Difobedience towards natural Parents, ſhould be ſuch ſtout, 
afſettors of Rebellion againſt Politique. And now Ile tell; you, 
What this Excommunicationis, to which-everie man is liable 
for ſlighting his Miniſter, though hebe never ſo raw anovicez 
After the Sentente u pronounced,no Perſon (Wife and Family ex- 
cepted) may converſe, eat, : drink, buy or ſell with bim, without 
s Boik ef Licence ; Naythe Children that are born aftcrward, are not.to 
Diſcip-7* be admitted to Baptiſme, till they be of years.to demand it, and 
head. then preſently of courſe, Letters of Horning goes out which is an 
artic. ontlawing b y theſound of a Horn, and putting out of the Lawes 
= "4 i Pprotetiion, ſo as any body may kill the Excommunicate perſon 
= = ' that willbeatthe trouble of it. . | | $2. | 
But all theſe, fome may ſay, are but contingent inconveni- 
encies, and.may be ('by a wile mai) orevetediut now, I wilt 
ſpeak of ſome other of their brave Tenets, and they are ſuch 
asare very enchroaching upon the properties of all, though 
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ver {6 wiſe'; Al Tyth C A L 9 Temporalitie 4 
never {0 wiſe'; All Tythes (fay the Ns oralaties A 
of Biſhops, Deans, Free an Aids eric to Ca- Bron I 
thedrall Kirkes, was the Patrimony of the Kirke, ought tobe © 
diſpoſed-of by the Kirkgs appointment : Thien as preventing an 
Obje&ion, that the preſent Poſſeſſours had Leaſes from the 
former Proprietours, they goe on and ſay, The Leaſers were 
thieves and murderers, and ought not to alienate the common guds 
of tbe Kirke. Thus you ſee what property any man is like to 
have in his Eftate, that they are pleaſed to call thieves or mur- 
derers; and this is that they would be at in England, had they — 
but power according to their will, - 

The-commodiouſheſs of one,and the incommodiouſneſs of 
the other, in ſhort then hes thus; In Epiſcopacy you have a pub- 
lick Revenue ſet forth for the ſupport pls Abo! of Learn- 
ing and Vertue ; In- Presbytery you have all Learning diſcouraged, 
becauſe none are capable of preferment, ' but ſuch who out of the , 
predominancy of Ipnoranct and folly will ſubmit to thoſe hotheaded, 
and for the moſt part illeterrate Gentlemen, And therefore, as no 
Commonet catibe againſt the former, but ſuch as maligns the 
contingent'advantage of his Pofteritie, and other Relations, 
ſonone can befor the latter,but ſuch who have a mind to de- 
liver themſelves and pofteritie up to an inſupportable ſlavery, 
-:Now-ſecingthat Presbytery and Epiſcopacy'can'by no means ” 
agree,'as deing of ſuch diflerent Principles; It will not be a- 
miſs therefore, totrie how near we can bring the Presbyterian 
and Feſwite together. Father Marians, in his book De Rege & 
Regw Inftitutione, fayes, That Princes which bt excommunicated 
by the Pope, may lxwfully be killed by their Subjects ; Mr. Kaut the 
Scotch Presbyter,in his book De Excommunicato tructdando,de- 
livers for Grthodox, That all perſons'who will not take the Co- 
vzenant (the King not excepted ) ought to bs excommunicated, 
and all perſons ſo: excommunicated, ought to be killed, Thus far 
they go ym" ran well; Father Eſcobar alate Czſvift in that 
ſocietie, layesdown-for a rale, Goods gotten by diſhononrable . . 4 
wayes as Treaſon, Murder, Sacrzledge, an unjuſt Sentence, prep C 
lawfully poſſeſt by him, who hath ſo gotten them; and he is not at ally .., "I "Y 
obliged to make reſtitution; This you will ſay, is damnable do-r 12, 4 
B 2 arine, | 
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Arine,and very ſcandalous to civil as well as Chriſtian ſocietie, 
et as bad as it is, it isTertainly t Ghinion of our- jolly 


*- Caſuiſts of the Diſcipline ; otherwiſe they. (atleaſt the pre- 


tenders of Theologie amongſt them) would not now rejoyce 
zn the wages of Iniquitie, '\n- what they got by phundering and 
killing their fellow-Subjefts for doing their duties. They 
would make reftitation of what they bave received by Seque- 
ſtring of honeſt mens Livings: They would tender ſati:faftion 
for the injuries they have done by expolingthe Wife & Chil- 
drenof the Loyal Clergie toa neceſlarie poyertie: And that 
facultie of plundering of Livings was ſo Epidemigal amongſt 


' - them, that a ma11 may without breach of Charitie, {ay, They 


MiR, of 
leſuit. 


Miſt, of 
Jeſuit. 


would all have been guiltie ofit, had they but had oppor- 
tunitie, ho 

The Feſwites, who are generally obſerved tobe very ſtrict 
Obſervers of Diſcipline, efpecially in that. part which con- 
cerns their habit, ſay, No man ought.uhow pain.of Exoommunt- 
cation to lay aſide bis habite, except it be,..Furandi vel. Scortands 


let6 p.70 gratia, to whore pr to thieve: So our Gentlemen, thoſe great 


Miſt. of 
. Jeſuit, 


Judaizers of the Sabbath, in which they differ from all the 
Churches of Chriſtin the world, certainly hold that the Sab- 
bath is notto be broke, exceptit beto-plunderor kill;: elſe 
they would neyer have made an onſet. upon the: Kings Armie 
at. Edgehill on aSunday.And as-the Feſaze Dofrine of Proba« 


 bilitieis jufly counted the Viper and bane of Moralitie; fo 


the Diſciplinarian DoGrine of Predeſtination, reduced into pra 
Gice #4 of as 1ll f not worſer conſequence, But perhaps ſome 
may ſay, that all this might have been' ſpared, conſidering 
how inſtrumental of late the Presbyterians have been in re- 
ſtoring of us to our Peace: Its granted that many of thoſe 
who formerly were of that judgement, have of late been 


, 


_ very figually eminent for Loyaltie, which is a convincing Ar- 


gument of. their repentauce: For men poſlibly may repent 

G, Presbyterie, but Presbyters. never; yet repented of any 

thing. - bids | 

' Now for fatisfaftion howere of thoſe who as Presdyterians 

didContribute to His Majeſties Return, I-ſhall inſert aSto- 
| rie 
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rie out of the Chronicles of Scotland, which will be pertinent ;pgwoot | 
enough to the purpoſe; During the Eighteen years Impri- his hiſtory 
ſoament of Fames the Firſt, herein England; The govern» of Seat 
ment of that Kingdome fell ro Mardake Earle of Fife, by 
whoſe means it was not improbable, the King was Coe! 
detained. 

This Earle of Fife had in that while two ſons that grew up to 
be ſo boyfterous and wicked, as neither - the Father nor any : 
elſe could rule them; who thereupon told them, that fmce they 
would not be direfied and governed by bim,, be would ſend for one 
who ſhould rule both him and them; And immediately ſends a= 
way forthe King, who upon his return ſummons a: Parliament, 
in which Murdake and hu two ſons were condemned for Treaſon, 
and accordingly executcd, 

The Application is very obvious, Independencie and Ana- 
baptiſme, the two ungracious ſons of Presbytery, in the Kings 
abſence, occalioned. by Presbytery, grew to ſuch an height of 
Stubbornneſle and Rebellion, as infteed of being ruled, they 
oft attempted to. murder and deſtroy their common Parents, 
who induced by the certaintie of being ruined by them, ſent 
for the King to come home, and rule them all ; whoſe mercie 
is.ſuch, as that he will not apply as to perſons, yet ſuch is his 
Wiſedome, that he will, if he Conſult ( which I amſurehe 
does & his own Safetie, and our Peace, make a home Appli- 
cationas to things. But now leſt my Diſcourſe ſhould be too 
prolixe, a thing to be avoided in Sermons themſelves, I ſhall 
dire& you, (Gentlemen) in diſcharge of the Dutieas to the 
buſtneſs-in hand, and that ſhall be onely in putting you in 
minde of your Oath, part of which is to enquire and preſent 
whats given in charge; You are toenquire after all Treaſons, 
Petti-Treaſon, &c. It's High Treaſon to compaſs or ima- 
gine the death of the King, the Queen his 'Wife, or of their 
eldeſt Son and Heir. 

* Andthough the Nation; be not yet ſo happie as they will 
be when his Majeſtie rejoyces in thoſe endearing Relations z 
yet by this you may fee, that this Statute was. madechiefly 
to 
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|, 29.preſerye the Perfon,obahe King) dvr 1s the Perſona, 


ziot the Politique! Capatitie that" never dies,” if a King can 
be ſaid to have either Witeor Children, oO 
-.: Its 'High Treaſon likewiſe, if Maſter Saint Fobn thelate 
Kings Solicitour beto be believed, in his Argament at Law 
Taguink the Earle of 'Strafford ) for to alter the Religion Efta- 
blifkt 5 -ayd- this the +Covenatiters - were {worm to, when 
they Covenanted againſt the Hierarchie, and* Diſcipline of 
our Church; For believe it, Diſcipline and Ceremonies 
are as neceſlarie for the preſerving of Religion in its Pri 
mitive Puritie, as. the*skin"or rinde of ah Apple, © (which 


of it (lf 39/iulipid, arid «of Hiethe 'worth Y'ie"is* to preſerve 


the Fruttfrom putrefaftion; + | 16-Pro 

To impoſe Oaths likewiſe, or perſwade Forraigners to le- 
xell Warre within this Kingdome, according to Maſter Saint 
Fohn,. and Maſter Pym, is High Treaſon; 'and their Autho- 
thoritie. may: be. ſuthcient,” as” Argumentum af Homines ; 1 
inſiſt the; rather, becauſe the Covenanters may fee how 
farre: they are: from being: Obliged by 'the Covenant,-((the 
impoſing: of which, being High Treaſon by,” then, Presby- 
terian Authorities) that they are "Obliged by the Lawes 


- both of God and Man to the quite contrarte, according to 


the Rule; I: malis promiſsis reſcinde-figem, in turpi veto mu- 
ta dettetmom.. :Youare to-preſent all Miniſters, ' as well Be- 
neficed/as: others, that do not conſtantly" pon every Sun- 
day, or: other Opportunitie of Religious Worſhip, reade 
the Litargie 'of the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, commonly 
called The Common Prayer, In Vindication of: which, If 1 
ay ſomething more then property” belongs to this place 
The: Orthodox? Divine, ( and: for the other I care not 
I hope will grant an Indulgence, & 
- - The main-ObjeQion then againſt Biſhops, is againſt our Li- 
turgie in general,YViz. That it is a Formz/and (as the Infor- 
a annbeedes large) Ir. ' not-1awfull for = man to 
tie himſelf. up; or. be tied up"by others to) a perſcript Forme , 
eitber,in, Prayer-or Exhortation ;- To whict-may-be _ - 
C3 Wered ; 
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ſmered ; When - people | meet- together to worſhip God in pub 
[2que, it 3s. not T9 be, expefted 9a :all' ſhould: pray at ORE aGs- 
coping & their. particular Fancje, (which as jt . cannot- pleaſe 
him wbo is, ſtuled the, God of Order, ſo indeed is no.whereipras 
Hiſed ) but that the Miniſter in . bebalf of bimſelf, andthe peo- 
ple, ſhould put up his requeſts to ' Heaven, + Well then; That 
Prayer, in ſpeaking of which, . the Miniſter is- not. tied up 
to a perſcript Form, doth not ceaſe though;:fromr being a 
Forme. to the: Congregation ; For every: man who: jaynes 
with the Miniſter, ( or if he doe not, what\ves hethers?;) 
1s as much tied up. from dilating himſelf by occafional Meds 
tations, as if all had been read out of a Booke z and yet - 
one of theſe 1s acceptable, the other as the abominations 
of the Heathen is accounted. The Caſe then is juſt thus : 
One of you purchaſes a piece of Land of his Neighbour, and 
in Order to the making good of his Title gets-the advice 
of the moſt iudicious and ableſt Lawyers of the Land, in 
drawing the Conveyance z which done, he thinks himſelfe- 
in a prettie ſafe Conditionas to that: Ar laſt meets with a 
bad fellow, One that uſes to make motions in any Court 
that will hear him, for, ten groates,.or a dinner, who tells 
him he hath taken a great deal of pains to no purpoſe; for 
he can make a better Conveyance Extempore, If now the 
Purchaſer ſhould in this Catt be ore«ruled. by that ſmall 
man of the Law, you would think as I ſuppoſe, he deſer- 
. ved tobe begged for a Fool; and yet the Caſe'is diretly 
the ſame : For that Form eſtabliflit by Eaw;. approved byall 
the beſt Reformed Churches abroad, Compiled by the ad-- 
vice of all the pious, ſober and Learned men of that Age,, 
Sealed with the Blood of ſor many Reverend: Prelates, and. 
by all agreed onto: be that arceptableſt way of Worſhiping; 
God, muſt now be o_—_— far the Extempore Form of every 
ſaucy idle-headed Fackin a Pulpit... 
You are likewiſe to enquire of all perſons that have: 
wittingly heard, or been preſent at any other Form of 
Common Prayer, Adminiſtration -of Sacraments, making of 
Munſters,, 


\ 
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, neither” wonld the unconforming 
hers of the Peace '] have any 1 


”y 


ite! oppoſe;>for they would ſoon be wear! of 

t6 flone' walls ;- To which Wipro, i y 

waſt be neceſſtred, -if this Statnee' wad: pne' in_duc Exe» 
fewiſe to inquire, Se; 2.7, TO 


curioh. You are li 


